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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

| hope you may agree with me that 2015 was a positive and “healthy” year
for our European Federation: the Croatian Association of Freshwater
Ecologists (Hrvatsko UdruZenje Slatkovodnih Ekologa) joined EFFS and the
number of federated societies grew up to 15. We had a very successful SEFS
in Geneva where more than 600 participants from all over the world
gathered to “celebrate” Freshwater Sciences. The next SEFS (the 10") found
a beautiful location and our Czech colleagues are already working to prepare
the meeting in Olomouc. New “services” are going to be developed for our
young members in addition to the already well-established EFFS award for
the best European PhD thesis in freshwater sciences. Our younger colleagues
contributed a lot of work to setup these initiatives and are disseminating the
relevant information among European young researchers through the EFYR
Blog (www.freshwatersciences.net) and the related Twitter account
(https://twitter.com/EFYR EFFS).

All these things were realized thanks to your involvement and cooperation: |
really think we can feel proud of what we achieved with relatively low costs
(just with a lot of enthusiasm ©).

In the next pages you will find the call for the first collaborative European
freshwater science project for young researchers and the new call for the
award for the best PhD thesis defended in 2015-2016. Please disseminate
this information among your members and through your websites.

You will also find a few words in commemoration of Maria Rieradevall, a
Spanish colleague prematurely passed away, who strongly contributed to the
development of freshwater sciences and to the education of hundreds of
enthusiast scientists.

| take this occasion to thank you for your continued co-operation and
feedback, and to offer all of you and all of the members of the organizations
you represent my warm best wishes for the incoming holiday season!

Yours sincerely,
Luigi Naselli-Flores
EFFS Convener
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1* Collaborative European Freshwater Science Project for Young
Researchers, (“FreshProject”)” - call for Proposals

We invite proposals for a project to be supported by the European Federation of
Freshwater Sciences (EFFS). The call has been developed as a joint effort of the EFFS
board, the European Fresh and Young Researchers (EFYR) and representatives of the Fresh
Blood for Fresh Water (FBFW) meetings, based on a previous call from the Jévenes-AlL
(J-AIL) of the Iberian Limnological Society. It has the primary goals of encouraging young
freshwater researchers across Europe to create synergistic interactions that lead to new
knowledge, promote networking among young European Limnologists and offer
experience in generating research ideas, acquiring funding, planning and carrying out a
collaborative international scientific project.

Collaboration among scientists over a wide geographical area offers the possibility to plan
innovative experiments with a relatively small budget. Such collaborative projects have
the potential for combining outstanding research with networking, and thus can be very
valuable for scientists at an early stage in their careers. As an example, a project such as
this initiated by the AIL, developed into a programme involving 42 young scientists
performing measurements in 11 rivers in Germany, Spain and Switzerland. Proposals
submitted to the present call should specify original research on any aspect of the ecology
of inland waters. We are seeking to support research relying on the original and well-
designed use of inexpensive and simple methodology, and will favour multidisciplinary
interactions among young researchers from several European countries. This is an “equal
opportunity call’ which is open to all young members of the limnological societies
constituting EFFS. National societies from Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Spain/Portugal,
Switzerland and United Kingdom financially support this programme and kindly encourage
the participation of their young members.

Who is eligible?

Only researchers at Masters, PhD- or early Post-Doc level (max. 2 years after PhD
completion at the application deadline) can submit proposals and participate in the
selected project. The researchers need to be members of the limnological societies within
EFFS (the list of societies is available here). The final team must include at least one
participant affiliated to each of the funding societies (Austria, France, Germany, ltaly,
Spain/Portugal, Switzerland and United Kingdom).



Duration of the project

The project should be completed within two years after signing the grant agreement (see
details in the section “Once the proposal is selected: Team assembly”); publication of
scientific outputs is not required within this time frame although realistic plans for
publication should be part of the proposal. If the team decides to publish their results in
open-access journals, the publication fee needs to be included in the total budget of the
project proposal.

Budget

The budget available for this inaugural round is 8,000 euros (VAT included), which could
be supplemented by funds provided by the participants. This budget may cover
consumables and travel expenses, conference fees and publication costs. Salaries and
non-consumable materials cannot be paid by the budget. As mentioned above, the final
team must include at least one participant affiliated to each of the funding societies:

- The Group of Austrian Members of SIL (Verein Osterreichischer Limnologen) (Austria).
Contribution: 500€.

- French Limnological Association (France). Contribution: 1,000 €.

- Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Limnologie e.V. (Germany). Contribution: 2,500€.

- The Italian Association of Oceanography and Limnology (Italy). Contribution: 1,000 €.

- Iberian Association for Limnology (Spain andPortugal). Contribution: 1,000 €.

- Swiss Society for Hydrology and Limnology (Switzerland). Contribution: 1,000 €.

- Freshwater Biological Association (United Kingdom). Contribution: 1,000 €.

In the absence of an applicant from the membership of a particular society the budget
available may be reduced by the sum contributed by that society.

Rules

Each young researcher can only submit one project. However, each project can have up to
two proposing investigators (Pls; preferably, but not exclusively, belonging to different
countries), who will lead the project. The Pls and any number of co-investigators make up
the final project team. The Pls will be in charge of managing the project funds and shall
report the main results and account of expenses to EFFS by the end of the project. Young
researchers from across Europe will be invited to join the winning project after its
acceptance, but the proposing investigators can also provide a list of potential participants
from different European countries during the application. The Pls can belong to any of the
EFFS affiliated countries, but, as mentioned in the previous sections, to attract the total
sum available, the final team must include at least one participant affiliated to each of the
funding societies (Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Spain/Portugal, Switzerland and United
Kingdom). In addition, other young scientists from these or other affiliated societies can
participate.

How to apply

Young researchers interested in submitting a proposal, from any society within EFFS
should complete the Project Proposal Form and send it by e-mail to the contact persons
listed below with “Young Freshwater Project” in the subject line. The name of the Project
Proposal Form file should include the first initial and last name of the proposing
investigator (e.g. “FreshProject_ASilva”or “FreshProject_ASilva+APozo” without spaces or



accents, with the 1st letter of each word in caps). The project proposal should be
submitted as a single file containing the following sections:

- Title of the project, name(s) and affiliation(s) of the PI(s), up to five keywords.

- Project abstract (maximum length 3,000 characters including spaces, minimum font size
11pt).

- State of the art (maximum length 5,000 characters including spaces, minimum font size
11pt).

- Methods and development of the project, including project tasks and timetable
(maximum length 20,000 characters including spaces, minimum font size 11pt).

- Impact of the project (maximum length 5,000 characters including spaces, minimum font
size 11pt)

The annexes should be merged at the end of the Project Form. Mandatory annexes are: (i)
(a) letter(s) testifying that the proposing investigator(s) has (have) the support from the
host(s) institution(s) to carry out the project (ii) CV for the applicant (s). We will
acknowledge receipt of the application within three working days.

Submission deadline

The deadline for the submission of projects is 12 am (GMT) of 31% January 2016, with the
time of the e-mail header as proof of date. The applications must be sent simultaneously
to:

luigi.naselli@unipa.it; ncid@ub.edu; mcanedo.fem@gmail.com

After the submission deadline, projects will be assembled and sent to the members of the
jury for evaluation.

Evaluation criteria

The jury will be constituted by five members to be nominated by the EFFS board, together
with the Boards of the EFYR and the FBFW, among renowned limnologists without any link
with the presented projects.

The projects submitted will be evaluated according to the following criteria and scored
from 0 to 10 points:

A. Scientific merit and innovation: Relevance to wider society and originality of the project
proposed; Methodology for carrying out the project, including available instrumental
resources at the centres where the research will be performed; Hypotheses to be tested
and contribution to scientific knowledge; Potential scientific outputs.(up to 4 points).

B. The potential for interactions among young European researchers in different scientific
disciplines and for enabling a balanced representation of participants from differing
geographical, cultural and gender backgrounds. (up to 4 points).

C. Feasibility of the work-plan: Organization of the project in terms of the proposed
objectives and resources. (up to 2 points)

Only one project will be selected. The decision of the jury will be announced not later than
29th February 2016, by e-mail sent to all young researchers who have submitted a project,
as well as the communication in the EFFS websites of the selected project, and the titles of



proposals that were not funded. Applicants will also receive an evaluation report
addressing the criteria mentioned above. The decision from the jury is final.

Once the proposal is selected: Team assembly

In order to reach out to young researchers across Europe that could join the collaborative
project, an invitation will be sent out via existing e-mailing lists of the different national
Limnological Societies, as well as of the FBFW and EYFR networks. Social media will be
used to advertise the project further. Young researchers wishing to participate should
write a letter affirming that they are willing and able to participate in the project in the
terms described in the proposal. Instructions on how to proceed will be given in the
invitation e-mail. Young researchers that meet this criterion will be put into contact with
the proposing investigator(s) of the project, who will decide if the interested researcher
gualifies to join the team according to the project needs. The final project team must be
assembled by 29" April 2016. After the project team is created, the grant agreement will
be signed and project will develop as specified in the Proposal Form, under the leadership
of the Pls.

The final amount to develop the project will be transferred to the Pls.

Dissemination of results

A final report, sufficiently detailed to reflect all results and conclusions, should be
submitted (by e-mail to the addresses listed in section “Submission deadline”) by Pls
within three months after the end of the project. The report should have a maximum
length of 20,000 characters with spaces and minimum font size 11pt, including Figures and
Tables. This should also specify expected deadlines for dissemination (publication) of
scientific outputs and detailed justification of the project expenses. In parallel, at least one
scientific paper should be submitted to an international peer-reviewed journal no later
than three years after the start of the project, covering complete or partial aspects of the
research carried out.

All participants in the research will be considered as potential co-authors in the project
outputs (except theses). Among the outputs of the project we would expect at least one
paper to be submitted to a peer-reviewed journal and will require an oral presentation of
preliminary results at SEFS10 at Czech Republic and of final results at the first meeting of
SEFS after the end of project. The EFFS and funders of this call must be acknowledged in
any publication or conference presentation. Participants should also set up a blog
featuring real-time updates on project progress and activities. Use of other social media
and alternative outreach venues to provide visibility for the project and the call is
encouraged.



EFFS Award for the best PhD Dissertation in Freshwater Sciences
Call 2015-2016

The European Federation for Freshwater Sciences (EFFS) launches a new call of the EFFS
Award for the best PhD Dissertation in Freshwater Sciences, which will recognize
outstanding scientific and intellectual work in the field of Freshwater Sciences performed
by Early Career Researchers in Europe.

Applicants for this Award will include all authors of doctoral theses submitted in Europe in
the field of Freshwater Sciences. Applicants should be members of an Association related

to Freshwater Sciences and affiliated to the European Federation for Freshwater Sciences

(EFFS). The PhD dissertation can be written in any European language.

Applicants should submit their application form to their reference Association. PhD
dissertations MUST be accompanied by an extended abstract in English (max 5 printed
pages single spaced, and containing a maximum of 4 figures). The extended abstract have
to be signed by the supervisor(s) along with the list of publication related to the PhD work.
Theses submitted without these documents will be not considered for further evaluation.

Federated Associations will perform a pre-selection according to common rules and time
schedule for selection, and using evaluation criteria similar to those for Marie Curie
fellowship proposals. E.g. PhD dissertation will be evaluated according to their
scientific/technological quality (score 0-20), originality (0-20), methodological approach (0-
20), relevance and potential scientific impact of the work carried out (0-20).

For this call, the PhD thesis must have been defended during the years 2015-2016.

Each Association can submit two selected PhD dissertations for the final evaluation by the
end of January 2015. This number is increased proportionally for those Associations
collecting members from more than one European country (e.g. AlL collects both Spanish
and Portuguese members and the number of dissertations can be 4). In any case, no more
than four dissertations can be presented by each association.

The final evaluation will be carried out by an international Jury by the end of February
2017. Members of the Jury are identified among the members of the Board of
Representatives at EFFS. The evaluation criteria are based on the evaluation reports
submitted by national associations, and by the attribution of the scores specified in point 4
(above) to the extended abstract in English (point 3).

The Award will consider one main and two subsidiary prizes. The main prize will consist of
a Diploma and a grant to attend the next Symposium for European Freshwater Sciences
(SEFS), including registration fee, travel and lodging. During this meeting, the winning
author will be required to give a dedicated Plenary Lecture on his/her PhD dissertation



10.

topic. - The winners of the subsidiary prizes will receive a Diploma and a grant covering the
registration fee to attend the next Symposium for European Freshwater Sciences (SEFS).

Recipients of the Awards will be informed at least three months before the opening day of
SEFS.

An awards ceremony will take place just before the dedicated Plenary Lecture. In addition
to the Plenary Lecture — given by the main prize winner - the three winning theses will be
exhibited during the next SEFS meeting in a section of the venue dedicated to the
association of European Fresh and Young Researchers (EFYR). The exhibition will include at
least one hard copy of the theses (we will also encourage the distribution of e-copies) and
a poster explaining the contents of each winning thesis. Hard copies, electronic copies (if
any), and posters must be provided by the authors themselves.



Maria Rieradevall Sant (23.02.1960-15.10.2015)

Sadly, our colleague and friend Maria Rieradevall
passed away some weeks ago. Maria was born in
Barcelona and finished the Degree in Biology at
the University of Barcelona in 1983. She
graduated in 1991 with a PhD thesis on the
benthos of the Banyoles Lake under the
supervision of Prof. Dr. Narcis Prat. She studied a
wide variety of ecosystems, from rivers to lakes
to coastal lagoons, focusing on
macroinvertebrates (especially Chironomidae) as
model organisms. Maria contributed to
understand the ecology and, in particular, the
environmental factors determining
Chironomidae communities in Mediterranean
Iberian rivers, coastal lagoons, as well as to the
study of the fossil record of Chironomidae in
lakes. Maria’s research career also stands out for
her contributions to design tools to assess the
ecological status of rivers. She notably contributed to the study of intermittent streams and rivers,
and inspired the work of others following this topic. She was a pioneer beginning the studies of
the effects of fire in streams in 1993 and led two consecutive and complementary projects
(FURIMED and FURIMED 2) that contributed to understand the effects of fire in Mediterranean
rivers. Maria was a true university professor. Her passionate and demanding understanding of the
role a professor plays in the University influenced her colleagues and students. Along her research
career, Maria supervised 23 Bachelor/Master, 5 PhD, and 2 ongoing PhD theses and trained a
generation of very enthusiastic researchers who are following her paths. She published a total of
170 publications, including 33 books and 29 book chapters.

A more complete biography of Maria is coming next at: http://www.limnetica.com/




According to our constitution, each federated organization is entitled to be represented
by two members in the Federation, and it is up to the organization to appoint its
representatives. Please check the enclosed list of Representatives and inform me if any

change is required.

CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES

AFL Philippe Cecchi philippe.cecchi@ird.fr
French Limnological

Association Florence Hulot florence.hulot@u-psud.fr
AlL Sergi Sabater sergi.sabater@udg.es
Iberian Limnological

Association Antonio Camacho antonio.camacho@uv.es
AlOL Giuseppe Morabito g.morabito@ise.cnr.it

Italian Association for
Oceanography and Limnology

Luigi Naselli-Flores

luigi.naselli@unipa.it

CLS
Czech
Limnological Society

Jaroslav Vrba

vrba@hbu.cas.cz

Martin Rulik

martin.rulik@upol.cz

FBA Alan Hildrew a.hildrew@gmul.ac.uk
Freshwater Biological

Association Bill Brierley bbrierley@fba.org.uk
DGL Jochen Koop koop@bafg.de

Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Limnologie e.V.

Elisabeth Meyer

meyere@uni-muenster.de

HHS
Hungarian Hydrological Society

Péter Biro

biro@tres.blki.hu

Katalin Zsuga

zsugakatalin@yahoo.com

PTH
Polish Hydrobiological Society

Iwona Jasser

jasser.iwona@biol.uw.edu.pl

Ryszard Kornijow,

ryszard.kornijow@up.lublin.pl

SER
Romanian Ecological Society

Geta Risnoveanu

risnoveanugeta@yahoo.ca

Angheluta Vadineanu

anvadi@bio.unibuc.ro

SGHL
Swiss Society for Hydrology
and Limnology

Beat Oertli

beat.oertli@hesge.ch

Michael Doering

michael.doering@eawag.ch




SLY
The Finnish Limnological
Society

Heidi Holmroos

sly.sihteeri@gmail.com

Anne Liljendahl

anne.liliendahl@arcticpool.com

SLS
Slovakian
Limnological Society

Peter Bitusik

peter.bitusik@umb.sk

Zuzana
Cidmporova-Zatovicova

zuzana.zatovicova@savba.sk

TLS
The Limnological Society of
Turkey

Okan Kulkoyluoglu

okankul@gmail.com

Muzaffer Digel

dugel m@ibu.edu.tr

VOL Maria Leichtfried maria.leichtfried@pchnet.at
Austrian Limnological

Association Martin Kainz martin.kainz@donau-uni.ac.at
CAFE Marko Miliga mmilisa@inet.hr

Croatian Association of
Freshwater Ecologists

Mirela Serti¢ Peric¢

mirela.sertic.peric@biol.pmf.hr

EFYR Representatives
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mcanedo.fem@gmail.com
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